[image: image1.jpg]



October Newsletter – Year one
Dates for your diary

· Tuesday 4th October- Speech & Drama after school club starting. 
· Wednesday 5th October, Thursday 6th October and Friday 7th October- I will be out of class completing individual language assessments with Year 1 children.
· Thursday 6th October- Dance after school club starting.

· Wednesday 12th October- Circus Skills after school club starting.

· Half term holidays- School closed Monday 31st October –Friday 4th November (inclusive). School reopens on Monday 7th November.
Drop off/collection arrangements
In the morning children will be encouraged to come in to the classroom independently and complete our morning routine. A little reminder that registration starts at 8.55am so please ensure all children are in before this time.

At 2.00pm please wait in the middle playground and children will be brought to the door for collection. If children are staying to 3.00pm for an after school club they will be walked to the back gate for collection.
Homework

Homework tasks should be fully completed by each child. This includes colouring any pictures. 
Please ensure all notes and money (apart from dinner money) are put into your child’s homework folder e.g. milk money, dinner menu notes, absence note, after schools money etc.  Homework folders are checked each morning so this will ensure that nothing is overlooked.
Literacy

If your child has access to a tablet or i-pad please download the free app ‘Hairy letters’. This is a fantastic app for developing letter formation and sound recognition.

Our target sounds for this month are:

Week one (W/B 3rd October) – t (as in top)
Week two (W/B 10th October) – p (as in pat)
Week three (W/B 17th October) – i (as in ink)
Week four (W/B 24th October) – n (as in noise)
Your child may wish to bring in an object beginning with the target sound for our sound table. These will be returned at the end of the week.

We are spending time this month developing our pencil control. Some children have started using pencil grips to help with their control. If this is the case l will send home a grip to be used when writing at home also e.g. completing homework tasks.
You will have received a leaflet with activities to develop pencil control. Please practise these with your child as they will help make writing much easier.
Numeracy

Practise counting forwards from 0-7 and backwards from 7 to 0.
We will be focusing on the numbers 2, 3, and 4 this month. It would be beneficial if you could practise writing these numbers with your child at home.
Afterschool Clubs

If your child is attending dance or circus skills they may wear a pair of tracksuit bottoms/leggings and trainers to school on these days. They must wear their polo shirt and school jumper as normal.

Inhalers

I am waiting on a number of inhalers. Please bring these in asap please.
Show & Tell

We will be commencing with Show & Tell this month. Please see separate letter for more information and dates.
Baseline Assessment

Over the last month we have been completing observations for the Baseline Assessment. Thank you for your attendance at the parent teacher meeting. If any areas of development have been identified another meeting will be organised later this month to discuss these fully.
Changing

We encourage all children to be as independent as possible. Please encourage your child to put on and take off their own jumper, shoes and coat. Take time to practise these skills so it becomes easier.
Many thanks for your support during a busy first month in Year one. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any concerns about any aspect of your child’s education.
Kind regards,
Mrs J Armstrong.
